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in the south, but on this occasion the direct attack
served to wound Tzii Hsi's sensitive pride and there-
fore to strengthen her determination to protect
Li Hung-chang. The whole official hierarchy of China
was united in denouncing her protegt and vilifying
his conception of China's international relations,
but she paid no heed nor wavered in her course.
The only reply vouchsafed to An Wei-chun was a
rescript in which he was dismissed from office and
banished to the post-roads of the Kunsuh border.
Said Tzii Hsi (in a decree signed by the Emperor):—
"Owing to the seriousness of recent events, we
have been particularly anxious of late to receive and
attend to the unprejudiced suggestions of our Censors,
and we have abstained from punishing any of them,
even when they have made use of improper expres-
sions in addressing us. With the gracious consent of
Her Majesty the Empress Dowager, we have given
particular attention to all projects whereby the
welfare of our people may be advanced, and all
our people must by this time be aware of our sincere
desire to promote good government. In spite of this
the Censor An Wei-chun has to-day submitted a
Memorial based entirely upon rumours, and con-
taining the following sentence:—' How can you pos-
sibly justify your position before your ancestors and
to your subjects, if you permit the Empress Dowager
still to dictate to you, or to interfere in the business
of the State ?'
" Language of this kind reveals depths of audacity
unspeakable, the unbridled licence of a madman's
tongue. Were we to fail in inflicting stern punish-
ment in a case of this kind, the result might well be
to produce estrangement, between Her Majesty the
Empress and ourselves. The Censor is, therefore,
dismissed from office and sentenced to banishment

